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TN coniphiatic with the requeſt of fome of * 

Friends, I now publiſh a Narrative of the tranſ- 
ations between myſfelf, Mr. M. and Mr. H. re- 
ative to the Living of Al——le in Nn 
tonſnire. 

le is very pleaſantly ſituated within two 
miles of Thrapſton, and much the fame diſtance 
from Oundle, two pretty market towns; with a 
river running near it, from Peterborough and ſo to 
Northampton: : It is about ſeventy-five miles from 
London. The Living is a Rectory in the Dioceſe 
of Peterborough, and is the only relick of a large 
eſtare which did belong to the family of the Fleet- 
woods, who were Lords of the Manor of Al le. 
The value of the Benefice is now about one hun- 
dred and thirty-five pounds per annum. 
Sir Andrew St. John is nominal Patron in the 
King's Books; I ſuppoſe, becauſe he and Francis 
Barrel, late of the Middle Temple, Efq; were, by 
a Decree in Chaneery, made Truſtees to this 
whole Eſtate, by my- wife's grand-father, Miles 
Fleetwood, Eſq. The ſon of the latter of theſe 
Gentlemen, Francis Barrel, Eſq; lately ſurrendered 
the truſt of the ſaid Living to me; one part of 
which came to me by my wife, and the other two 
| purchaſed of her two ſiſters, who were Heirs at 
Law to this Eſtate. There had been ſeveral un- 
luccefsful attempts to diſpoſe of this Living before 
it came into my hands, during the life of the late 

| Incum- 
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Incumbent, Charles William Fleetwood, who was 
my wite's uncle. As there was no great harmony 
between the two families, we remained ignorant of 
his reſidence for a year or two before his death; 
which, we were informed by the public Papers, 
happened at Finchley on the 3oth of Auguſt, 1763. 

The various difficulties I had to encounter pre. 
vented me from diſpoſing of the Living until the 
beginning of January following; and, to add to 
my difficulties, when the Title-deeds had been in- 
ſpected, and the title appeared to be clear, the 
purchaſer for ſome reaſons beſt known to himſelf, 
but very myſterious to me, thought proper to fling. 

up the agreement within tourteen days of a lapſe. 

I was now brought into a very great ſtrait: [ 
had ſunk all I had in the world, and run upon the 
credit of my friends to purchaſe two parts of this 
jt Living, which, with the intereſt, coſt near 700]. 

ll. and being diſappointed of the purchaſe-money, 
* | which was eleven hundred pounds, it put me upon 
1 the utmoſt ſtretch of thought how to diſpoſe of 
i the Living in the ſpeedieſt manner, in order to re- 
0 cover this money, that 1 might honourably diſ- 
[Ut | b charge the obligations I was under, and put myſelf 
in Statu quo. This was a matter of great import- 
ance to me. Every thing I had in this world, 
with the preſent hopes and future welfare of my 
66 family, were depending upon it. I thought of 
Il putting an old Incumbent into the Living, by 
| 
| 


which means I might probably diſpoſe of it ina 
few months, and perhaps for the whole eleven Wi 
1 hundred pounds: Or, as ſuch things have often f 
16 been done, it appeared, that I might preſent ſome ! 
1 perſen to it, who might hold it pro tempore. The 0 
ql laſt of theſe I rather choſe, becauſe it was like to © 
[if be the moſt expeditious and certain; the difficulty i # 
woas to find a perſon in whom I could place a cor 

vn fidence, that would voluntarily reſign the * 
_ | after 


1 
after a limited time, ſeeing I could not compel 
him to it when he was once inducted, 1 
Whilſt I was in this perplexity, a friend adviſed 
me to go to the Reverend Mr. B—r, who, he 
apprehended, had it in his power to do me ſome 
ſervice. As I had no time to loſe, I therefore im- 
| mediately waited on him. He very kindly re- 
ceived me, and heard my ſtory with all its ſor- 
 rowful circumſtances, which greatly excited his. 
ſympathy and pity, and put him upon contriving 
the beſt method he could think of in order to ex- 
tricate me out of the difficulty in which I was 
involved. 5 > we. Wk 
Accordingly he propoſed my going to Mr. 
| M=nn, and acquainting him with my caſe : © In 
„him (ſaid he) you will be ſure of a Good Man, 
& a Counſellor, and a Friend.” „ 
However, as Mr. M—n was an entire ſtranger 
to me, I carneſtly ſolicited my good - friend Mr. 
B—r to go with me; which he readily did. This 
was on the 17th of February 1764; the Living 


| lapſe; and as it was on Friday in the evening, we 

found Mr. M—n preaching in the Chapel at the 
Lk H. | 

Service heing done, after friendly ſalutations in 


ed together into the Chapel, when Mr. B—r 


| had a Living in my gift—that it was vacant 
that my all was at ſtake in it—that I had ſold it 
for eleven hundred pounds,—that the purchaſer 
had flung up the bargain, juſt within fourteen days 


of diſpoſing of the Living for the money, or 
ſome what very near as much as it was ſold for, it 
would be my ruin—that if it lapſed to the Biſhop, 

6; „ and 
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being then within twelve or thirteen days of a 


the Veſtry Room, Mr. M- n, Mr. B—r and I walk- ' 


acquainted Mr. M—n what was our errand. That 


of a lapſe—that unleſs I could find fome way 


0 4 ] 
and he preſented a young man to it, the Living 
would be unſaleable. 

We therefore begged his advice how to act! in 
this critical affair, that! might preſerve the Living 
from lapſing, and alſo that it might be put into 
ſuch hands that I might be capable of m___— al 
it to advantage, and with expedition. Mr. 
perceived immediately the unhappy fituation I was 
in, and, after ſome deliberation, he ſaid, That 

the was very ſorry tor me; but, ſaid he, © there ls 
„ Mr. H—s in the Veſtry, he may take the 
« Living; we will go and hear what he ſays.” 
Accordingly we went into the Veſtry Room to- 
1 gether, and Mr. M—-n acquainted Mr. H— 
1 Binh the affair, and propoſed to him to take the 
1 1. wing for a limited time; to which Mr. H—s re- 
| 3118 plied, *« am very willing to ſtand in the gap.” 
Fil After this Mr, M—n turned to me, and aſked 
[ j me, „What is the value of your Living | 7 I told 
1 him, the value of the Benefice was about a hundred 
1 and twenty pounds a year, and that it was fold 
1 for eleven hundred pounds. He replied, e Sir, you 
can have no bonds, notes or obligations to reſign, 
18 „ they are illegal; but, if they were legal, [ 
Jil te would be bound 1 in any ſum for Mr. H—s's re. 
| 4. fipnation,” I faid, I was very well content; ! 
wt did not expect bonds of them, for I believed my- 
I! ſelf in ſafe hands. They then turned to the oath 


| | that 1s taken by the Incumbent when he receives 
ll Induction, and told me the nature of Simony, and 


that no ſtipulation, contract or obligation could be 
09 made for a reſignation; but never intimated, that 
ii they received the Living, without any obli- 
| = gation or agreement, that then it would be un- 
10 lawful for them to reſign; or that there would be 
1TH _ ony difficulty | in it. This 1 ſolemnly declare, as in 
10 the a af God; and, had that been by caſe, 
1 I never 


E | 
] never could have put the Living into their hands, 
nor ought Mr. M—n to have ſuffered me to have 
done it, had I been ſo much out of my ſenfes ; 
for in my preſent caſe, I had choſp him for my 
Counſel, and Mr. B—r and myſelf had fo fully 
acquainted him with my circumſtances, that he 
knew I muſt be ruined, if I rendered the Living 
unſalcable by putting in ſo young a man as Mr. 
Hs, provided he would not, or could not reſign. 
Therefore, as they never intimated in the leaſt 
ſyllable that they could not reſign, but only that 
they could be under no penalty or obligation to it, 
I as firmly believed, and ſo did Mr. Br, that it 
was their intention to reſign the Living after a 
limited time, as though they had given ſecurity for 
it: As to the manner of their taking the Living, 
therefore, I relied intirely on Mr. M—n's fidelity, 
and ſhould have done fo, had it been for my life. 
After the converſation above related, Mr. H—s 
propoſed. to go to the Biſhop the next ous 
and to receive Inſtitution, if his Lordſhip pleaſed, 
in order to hold it for à limited time. This was 
the concluſion we came to that evening, Friday the 
17th of February 1764. Accordingly we took 
our leave of them. | „ 
When we were got into the coach, I ſaid to 
Mr. B—r, Inaſmuch as Mr. H—s. propoſes to 


* take the Living to hold it for a limited time,“ if 


* the Biſhop approves, I do not ſee how it can 
* fruſtrate Mr. H—s's intentions if I ſhould pre- 
* ſent the Living to him without making any fuch 
, propoſal to the Biſhop.” To this Mr. B— r 
agreed, and thought I was quite right. 

Accordingly I went the next morning tb meet 
Mr. H—s to preſent the Living to him ; but cal- 
ling on my attorney, he acquainted me, that the 
late purchaſer's lawyer had a mind to ſee me again 
to make ſome propoſal, _ be. 

| I told 


E 

1 told him 1 ſtood engaged, and did not ſeem 
inclined to call. But, ſaid he, on Symonds-| Inn is 
* not much our of your way to Mr. M—n at 
„% Kn——ge, I would have you call ;” which ! 
accordingly did : but that gentleman and I came 
to no other agreement than that as he ſhould ſee 
his client, the late purchaſer, that day, he would 
have me call in the evening; which I fad 1 
would, and fo we parted. 

When I came to Mr. M—n's, I Rnd Mr, 
Vx dreſſed and ready to go with me to the 
Biſhop, according to our agreement, I told him, 
that, in the room of going to his Lordſhip, I came 
with a view of preſenting him to the Living for 
the purpoſe intended, bur that being deſired to 
call on the Jate purchaſer's attorney as I came 
along, which 1 did, he had engaged me to meet 
him in the evening, having ſomething further to 
ſay concerning the purchaſe of the Living; and 
therefore muſt defer the preſentation until Monday, 
which I believed I ſhould not fail of, as I had no 
very great expectations from that gentieman. 

\ Accordingly I waited on this attorney in the 
evening, who told me, that his client was ex- 
tremely ill, attended by three phyſicians, and 
therefore could: not compleat the agreement; but 
if I could wait till Thurſday, he had a purchaſer, 
he believed, would have the Living. I told him 
I was come to a point, and ſhould preſent the 
Living on Monday. 

Thus my treaty was at an end with theſe gentle- 
men. This was on Saturday, February 18, 1764. 

The next day, being Sunday, I wrote a letter 
to Mr. H—s, which J ſent by a friend, acquaint- 
ing him, that I ſhould wait on him on the Monday, 
to preſent him with the Living ; at the ſame time 
expreſſed my gratitude and Shanks to Mr. Mn 
for his Kind advice in the preſent affair. 


Agree- 


— Tn. 
Agreeable to my propoſal, I waited on Mr. 
Is on the Monday morning at Mr. M—n's, 
and being introduced into the parlour to Mr. M—n 
and Mr. H—s, I was reſpectfully received. -— 
Being ſeated, I told them to this effect: *I did 
not think it of any importance to our preſent 
c intention to go to the Biſhop to have his Lord- 
« ſhip's leave to take the Living for a limited 
« time; I thought it could not be beſide our pur- 
« poſe, nor any ways fruſtrate their intention of 
« ſerving me; and therefore I acquainted them, I 
e ſhould preſent the Living to Mr. H—s, with- 
« out making any propoſal to the Biſhop.” © That 
« 7s right, Sir, (ſaid Mr. Mn) and Mr. H—s 
ce may give you three or four months notice of his re- 
« ſignation.” . $7 POT 
Upon this, a blank preſentation being procured, 
which Mr. H—s filled up, it being addreſſed to * 
the Biſhop of Peterborough, I ſigned it. Mr. 
H—s then went to the Biſhop's, and left the pre- 
ſentation. This was on Monday February 20, 
1764. On the Wedneſday following, Mr. H—s 
and his friend .Mr. - ſſ-e came to my houſe and 
acquainted me he had left my preſentation with 
the Biſhop, and had received a letter from his 
Lordſhip, ſignifying, that before he gave him In- 
ſtitution, he would chule to fee the Patron. Mr. 
Hs imagined that his Lordſhip's reaſons for ſeeing 
me were, that he entertained ſome ſuſpicion of my 
title, and therefore adviſed me to bring my Deeds 
with me the next day: This was all the buſineſs 
that Mr. H—s conceived the Biſhop wanted with 
me. Mr. H—s never gave me the leaſt intimation, 
that the Biſhop queſtioned' him about our acquaint- 
ance, about a reſignation, or about the reaſons of 
my preſenting him to the Living. Nothing of all 
this was ever intimated to me, either by him or 
Mr. Mn when 1 came to his houſe the next day. 
5 | Nor 
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Nor d did Fever hear of ſuch a thing till I, came to 


preſs for a reſignation. 


On Thurſday February 23, 1764; I ok my E 
Deeds with me to Mr. M—n, which I gave din 


to inſpect; who, after taking a curſory view of 
them, ſaid, he made no queſtion of my title being 
good; but if his Lordſhip required ſatisfaction, 
he might look over all that parchment. 

Mr. II—s and I then waited on the Biſhop, 


His Lordſhip enquired after my title, which I per- 


ceived he ſuſpected had paſſed from me; for the 
firſt queſtion he aſked me was, Whether I had not 
diſpoſed of the perpetual advowſon ? becauſe ſome 
time ago one Mr. came to enquire of his 
Lordſhip, if ſuch a perpetual advowſon might be 
bought, the Living being vacant : His Lordſhip 
ſaid, he adviſed him to enquire of ſome lawyer, 
who would be more capable to inform him. To 
all this I replied, © No, my Lord, the advowſon 
“is not ſold, nor do I know ſuch a gentleman as 
6 Mx. „ nor ever heard of his name before: 
An attorney in the country has been in treaty 
* for it, but the affair went off.” 


His Lordſhip then enquired of me; * Who 


6 preſented the late Incumbent to the Living * 


I told his Lordſhip, 1 believed my wife's grand- 


mother did. On aſking her name (which was 
Elizabeth Fleetwood) he examined the book, and 


found it to be true; and then enquired into my 
particular title. I acquainted his Lordſhip, That 


one part came to me by my wife, and the other 


two parts I purchaſed of her two ſiſters. Very 
„ well, Sir,” ſaid his Lordſhip, © then you preſent 


- % the hole! * Tes, my Lond.” 


This was all that paſſed between the Biſhop 
and me. 


His Lordſh! b then turned to Mr. H—s and told 


him, That he paid, a very great regard to Mr. 
| „ Baron 
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Baron 8, by whom he came recommended; 


&« but that, according to order, it was required, 
« that he ſhould bring two perſons, or more, be- 
« Jonging to his Pariſh, to teſtify of his good life 
« and converſation.” Which accordingly Mr, 
H—s produced. Then his Lordſhip bid him go 


to his Brother, the Biſhop of London, in Frith- 


ſtreet, who would ſign his Teſtimonials, and then 
he would give him Inſtitutioa : Which was done 
accordingly. Ps „ | 
This was all that paſſed between us, without 
any other queſtions being aſked me than what I 
have now related. „ a 
Some time in the month of May, 1764, after 


Mr. H—s had been at Al—le ſeveral months, he 


came to my houſe and propoſed to purchaſe the 
perpetual Advowſon of me. 1 told him, That 
* ſhould be very ready to diſpoſe of the Advow- 
« ſon, for it was of no uſe to me; and ſaid I, Sir, 
« come and take a dinner with me, and we will 
talk it over;” which he told me he would. 
Then I begged he would favour me with a line, 
ſignifying when it would ſuit him: to which he 
conſented. But I never heard a word from him, 
ugh he continued in town near a month after 
this. i 

I communicated this circumſtance to Mr. Br, 
who ſeemed. a little pleaſed as well as I, imagining 
that Mr. H—s and his friends had come to a relo- 


| lution of purchaſing in the room of reſigning the 


Living; not conceiving that I ſhould have any 
other difficulty with the affair, but ſuppoſed that 
they had concluded to give me the l. ven hundred 
pounds for the perpetual Advowſon, as I had been 
bid fo much for it, and there would have been an 
end of it. But we were ſtrangely miſtaken. 
However, at the latter end of May, I met Mr. 
H- in the road to my houſe, without any pre- 
Gs vious 
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vious notice: it was on Thurſday the 31ſt of May. 
As it baulked my expectations, and ſeemed to he 
a breach of promile, I a little wondered at it: 1 
ſtopped him, and imagining he came with a view 
to treat about the Living, I endeavoured to engage 
him to meet me at ſome place, either that after- 
noon or on the morrow, or on Saturday; but this 
day he was engaged; and on Monday he faid he 
was to go to Al—le, and aſked me if I could 
oblige him with a horſe to draw in à chaiſe, and if 
I could ſpare him all the ſummer, which I accord- 
ingly did on the Saturday following, June the 2d. 
Thus things ſtood with. us at this time, and J heard 
nothing from Mr. H—s I think all the ſummer, 
But on or about the 4th of September I received 

a letter from him about ſending home my horſe, 
wherein alſo he gave me an invitation to his houſe, 
and ſignified allo that his Miniſtry met with good 
RE HM =: 

Mr. B—r and I a little wondered that I heard 
no farther talk of this purchaſe, nor of a reſig- 
nation; but however I believed all was ſafe, and 
that the jewel was ſtill in the box. I anſwered his 
letter, and entertained ſome thoughts of accepting 
his invitation; and as I had an expectation from 
what Mr. H—s had ſaid of purchaſing the Ad- 
vowſon, I ſincerely wiſhed him ſucceſs in his 
_ Miniſtry. = | | 
From this Mr. H—s pretends, in his letter to 
Mr. Y—k of Thrapfton on this ſubject, That as 
he heard nothing from me, I expected no reſig- 
nation. For it ſeems, J knew, if I may credit 
him, „ That he was furniſhing his houſe, and 
* making all neceſſary preparations to reſide, and 
&* yet I never gave him any diſturbance, or made 
e any objeCtions to it.” This is ſtrange indeed! 
As I had no intelligence from him, either by letter 
or otherwiſe, I knew nothing what he was doing 
2? T1 ny at 
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at Al—k, although in his letter he is eonfident 


enough to ſay I did. wy I 
In this ſtate things remained, without any at- 
tempts to unſettle them, until the 25th of No- 
vember 1764; when Mr. M—n preached at Shad- 
well Church a charity ſermon. As ſoon as ſer- 
vice was over, I went into the Veſtry Room, and 


ſpoke to him, enquiring how Mr. II—s did, and 


when he heard from him. To this he replied: 


He was very well, and was coming to ſettle his 


affairs with me, I ſaid I ſhould be glad to ſee him, 
and enquired what time I might ſee him (Mr, 
M—n) at home? He told me, Any morning be- 
fore ten o'clock, 1 took my leave with a good 


z my . 


morning. 


deal of ſatisfaction, promiſing to call on him tome. 


In the afternoon I ſaw Mr. Br, and acquainted 


him with what Mr. M—n had faid, That Mr, 
H—s was coming to town to ſettle his affairs with 
me: and, imagining that he was coming to pur» 
chaſe the Living, and pay the eleven hundred 
pounds, and fo all would be over, I with ſome 
degree of . ſaid, © And now, Sir, we 


* ſhall make either duſt or coals of it,” At 
which he ſmiled and ſaid, he haped it would be 


1 1 8 
On the Friday following, November 30, I 
wated on Mr. M—n, and intimated to him, that 


now Mr, H—s was coming to ſettle his affairs with 
me, I hoped it would ſoon be determined, whether 


he choſe to purchaſe the Adyowſon, or reſign ? 
„Why, Sir, (ſaid he) did Mr. Hs talk of pur- 
* chafing the Advowſon ?” „ Yes, Sir. (ſaid I) he 


* did; he told me he would give as much for it, 
or more than any one.“ This he ſaid when ar my 


houſe, To this Mr. M—n replied, . That he knew 
nothing of that, but he knew he had not the 
5 laſt intention or thought of reſignation,” I told 


C2 him, 
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WES 
him, if he pleaſed to pay me the eleven hundred 
pounds purchaſe-money, I did not want him to 
_ relign: But, ſaid I, If he don't chuſe to do 
either of theſe, I am in the ſame ſituation, as if 
& 1 had let it lapſe to the Biſhop.” * Yes, ſaid 
& he, ſo you are, only You HAVE THE SATISFAC- 
% TION OF HAVING PUT IN A GosPEL MinisTer.” 
But, Sir, I anſwered, © I ſhould not chuſe to do 
ic this at the expence of my own ruin.” * Well, 
* Sir, ſaid he, Mr. H—s is in town at Mr, Br—d's, 
* a Su—n in Conduit-ſtreet, and if you make 
* haſte, you will find him there befo;e he goes 
* out.” Upon this, perceiving he wanted to be 
quit of me, I made the beſt of my way to Mr. 
H—s, and found him at the place before men- 
tioned. 5 : | | 
Being thunder-ſtruck with what I had met with 
from M. M—-n, I was now filled with great anx- 
jety to know what would be my fate with his Col- 
legue; and what were theſe affairs which, Mr. 
M—n told me, he came up to ſettle with me. 
| Accordingly I began our converſation by inform- 
ing him, in ſome little meaſure, of the former 
ſituation of the family of the Fleetwoods at Al—le, 
and of the unhappy circumſtances my wife's bro- 
ther was in with reſpect to the Living years ago, 
and how I diſtreſſed myſelf to ſerve him. During 
this time he acquainted me with ſomewhat of his 
houſhold œconomy, and concerning the inhabi- 
tants, his Benefice, &c. But all this while I could 
get nothing out of him relative to the affairs he 
. was to ſettle with me, nor have I ever heard of 
them to this day. 5 
However, finding all this talk produced nothing 
to my purpoſe, I then began more ſtrictly to en- 
quire after a reſignation; but he gave me to un. 
derſtand very ſoon, that he was no ways inclined 
do refign, except he could light of ſome better 


1 


Living, which, he intimated, might happen ſoon, 
2s his friends were looking out. for him. This 


filled me with great diſtreſs, and I remonſtrated 
againſt this proceeding, in as mild and decent a 
manner as I was capable; and at laſt begged leave 
for Mr. Br and myſelf to wait on him at Mr. 


Men's in order to ſettle this affair, if we could. 


To this Mr. H—s. agreed, and Wedneſday was 
fixed for us to wait on him there. 5 4 
Now I began to be ſadly overwhelmed and full 
of grief and ſorrow at this diiappointment: I 
called on Mr. B—r, and acquaint d him with 


what had happened; at which he ſeemed to be 


ſtruck with as great a ſurprize as I was, and won- 
dered what could be their objections to a reſigna- 
tion. But, Sir, ſaid I, Mr. H—s and I are come 


to an agreement, that if it ſuit your conveniency, 


you and I are to wait on him at Mr. M—n's on 
Wedneſday next. | | 
To this Mr. Br readily agreed, but rather 

choſe to go by himſelf, imagining, that they might 
be more free and eaſy together by themſelves, 
without me : to which I willingly conſented. 

| Accordingly on the Wedneſday following, being 
December the 5th, 1764, Mr. B—r waited on 
Mr. H—s and Mr. M— at his houle at K ge, 
but without any good effect: For, on calling upon 
Mr. B—r the next day, he ſoon gave me to under- 
ſtand, that nothing could be done, unleſs ſome 
other Living that was better ſhould fall into his 
hands; then he would reſign. Theſe were very 


piercing words to me indeed 


The next morning I came to a reſolution to go 
to Mr. H—s again before he went out of town, 
and lay before him my diſtreſs; and to try if, by 
any means, I could move him either to reſign or 
purchaſe the Advowſon. To this purpoſe, there- 
tore, I went to Mr. Br—4's in Conduit-ſtreer, 


But 


| B 
But not meeting with him there, and being in- 
formed that I might likely find him at Mr. Moir: 8 
in the afternoon about two o'clock,” I waited on 
kim there. After being introduced into a room, 
Mr. H—s and Mr. M—n ſoon came to attend 
me, to whom I renewed my complaints, and told 
them all my diſtreſs. —That I muſt inevitably be a 
ruined man. if they would not pleaſe to pay for the 
Advowſon, according to the price it had been fold 
for; or to reſign the Living, according ta the ex- 

ation Mr. M—n had given me, when I pre. 
Ed Mr. H—s. Mr. M-—n then ſaid. Did 
I promiſe a reſignation ?” Ves, Sir, ſaid I, you 
* did. Said he, « ]. don't remember i it. Mr, 
„ H--s, do you 855 No, Sir, ſaid he. Then I re- 
ferred them to what had paſſed on the morning 
when I preſented Mr. H—s to the Living; that! 
then told them, In the room of going to the 
« Biſhop for leave to hold the Living for a limit- 
« ed time, as was propoſed, I think it will no 
ways fruſtrate your intentions of ſerving me, 
but be equally the ſame if you take it of me 
« for a limited time, without going to the Biſhop 
«with ſuch a propoſal.” «<< In anſwer to this, Sir, 
you replied, That is right, Sir, and Mr. H— 
<« may give ycu three or four months notice of his re- 

% fignation,”” Thus I repeated his own words, but 
| tou! any effect; all that was ſaid by them . 
they neither of them remembered any ſuch thing! 

Mr. M—n then propoſed, that ſeeing things 
were in ſuch an unhappy ſituation with me, as I 
had repreſented, he would adviſe me to call my 
creditors together, and ro acquaint them with my 
eaſe, That I was an honeſt man, but having 
* hurt myſelf by meddling with this Advowlon, 
* mult beg their patience a little, and I might in 
time retrieve myſelf.“ 


thought 
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4 qyas but ſmall:” And he propoſed to lend me 
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1 thought theſe words would have killed me- 
and had much ado to keep from falling off my 
chair; I begged for a little water, but got none, 
only Mr. H—s adviſed me to be patient, and ſaid, 
« That if 1 fainted in the day of adverſity, my ſtrength 


three hundred pounds, provided the perpetual . 
Advowſon, or any ſecurity could be given, which 
Mr. Mn ſaid the Advowſon might, if I pleaſed. 
I told them, ſo ſmall a ſum as that would be of very 
little avail, Upon my aſking again for a little 
water, for I was really faint, the footman brought 
me a glaſs of wine, and told them dinner was ready z 
at which Mr. H—s got up and made me a ſort of 
obeiſance with his hand, and told me he ſhould go 
to Alle on the morrow, and would have me write 


to him there. After this polite manner I was put 
out of the door; though it was hard to fay, 
whether I might not, humanly ſpeaking, have 


died before I got home 


The next morning I ſet about writing to Mr, 


Hs as he directed.“ I told him, that with 


* much difficulty I got home; that my diſtreſs 
* was great; my all was in his hands; and begged,” - 
“for the ſake of myſelf, my wife and poor babes, 
« he would uſe all the intereſt he had in the 
“ world, as a Man, a Miniſter, and a Chriſtian, 
“to extricate me out of my preſent perplexed 


„ condition. I reminded him, that the three 


* hundred pounds, which he propoſed to lend me, 
* was too little, and wiſhed he would lend fix 
e hundred, for my preſent emergency; and, as 
* ſoon as he could, ſhould be glad to have him 
make a purchaſe of the Advowſon.” This letter 


I diſpatched to him on the Saturday, December 8, 


1764, being the day he went out of town; and, 
after eight days, I received the following anſwer : 
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« My god Friend, 3 
« Tt would give me much comfort to extricate 


you from the difficulties in which you appear 
< to be involved; I will uſe at leaſt my endea- 


< yours for this purpoſe : : You ſeem reſolved to 

<- part with the Advowſori, and mention fix hun- 
« 'dred pounds *. I wiſh you to enquire of ſome 

« perſon acquainted with theſe matters, and be 
well informed what a Living of an hundred 

< ouineas, clear yearly value, is worth: when you 
have abſolutely fixed as to the price, I will im- 
* mediately apply to my friends, whether they 
conſent to raiſe ſuch a ſum for me. I am not 
< abſolutely certain, but, as I told you, fo far as 
three hundred pounds I can enſure, I believe, 
« if any ſecurity for it is made; and it ſhall lie 
« with you ſeven years; and as I can beſt tranſact 
nh _ matter with you in perſon, as well as with 
my friends who are in town, or will be there 
1 Gord after Chriſtmas, I ſhall count it no trouble 


to come up on, purpoſe ; meantime let me hear 


from you on the particulars above. 

« And I pray God to help you with his grace, 
and raiſe you up friends at this time of need: 
Lou will ever be aſſured of one heartily your's, 


Al—le. 1 T. Hs." 
To this letter, after ſome time had been ſpent 


in negocia ling with Mr. H—s's friends, I replicd: 


6 Reverend and Dear Sir, 


I received your's on my ſick bed, and, to my 
« further grief (if that could be) 1 found nothing 


in it to alleviate my ſorrow. Three. hundred 


pounds is a very incompetent ſum to be of any 


* I did not mention ſix hundred pounds as the purchaſe of 
the Adrowſon, but as a ſum which 1 wanted for my on | 
emergency. | 
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100 ſervice, further than that, were you to 
oblige me with it as you propoſe. 


& The truth is, I would gladly be rid of this 
tireſome affair, which has almoſt worn me out. 
As to fixing the price of the Living, the query 


will be, Whether it ought to be fixed with the 
life that is now on it, or a life I might have 
placed in it? If it is to be valued, Sir, with 
your life on it, it is certainly a very poor and 


inconſiderable thing, and to be bought by o- 


body but you, at whatever price you will pleaſe 
to give. 


% In this ſituation, it is plain to the meaneſt ca- 


pacity, I ſtand diveſted of every advantage in 
my favour, and having ſtript myſelf of this and 
given it to you, I can certainly now have nothing 
to rely on, but muſt ſtand to your courteſy and 


mercy. Here then I muſt reſt it. The kind 


regard you expreſs for me in your letter, gives 
me room to think I need not wiſh to be in better 
hands, and that were your abilities according to 
your inclinations, it would not be long before 
you and I ſettled this affair. | 

« Sir, If by putting in an old Incumbent the 


« Living would have fetched eleven hundred 


pounds (as Mr. Mn ſaid he believed it 
would) I cannot but hope, that both you and 
he, Sir, will be careful and ſolicitous, that I be 
not injured, nor the value of the Living di- 
miniſhed, by my having given you the preſen- 
tation, in the room of giving it to a man per- 
haps of near an hundred years old. Upon the 
whole, I cannot but conclude that neither he 


nor you wilt take any advantage of me for 


having preferred you to one of ſuch an age. 


I ſhall be obliged to you to direct your anſwer 


or any letters on this ſubject to my good friend 


; Mr, B—r ; for, as to mylelf, I find I'am fo dif 
D treſſed 
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C 
treſſed with this tedious affair, that T am no 
“ longer equal to it; and amidſt the concern I am 
« in for myſelf, I cannot help being concerned 
<«& thus much for you, that if evil befal me you 
* will very likely feel ſomething of the weight of 
« jt from one quarter or another, which perhaps 
% you may bear with ſorrow to the grave. 
„My poor breaſt, like a feeble fort that has 
<« ſtood the battery ſo long, mult yield unleſs God 
& is pleaſed to afford relief. | 
So wiſhing you all neceſſary wiſdom and pru- 
&« dence in this critical affair, I conclude, 
 « Your ſincere Friend and humble Servant, 
December 17, 1 8 . by 
17 64. J. K—n. | 
In this manner the negotiation about the Ad- 
yowlon ended. | | 
I therefore wrote to Mr. M—n, and ſignified to 
him, That I had received a letter from Mr. H—s, 
which left me quite deſtitute of any real relief; I 
therefore earneſtly begged that he would com- 
paſſionate my caſe, and either conſent that Mr. 
H=—s might reſign the Living, or that he would 
make a purchaſe of it ſome way to my ſatisfaction : 
that the diſtreſs I was in on the account of this 
great diſappointment I had met with, was ſo great 
as to affect my health, and to endanger my lite. 
But this had no manner of effect upon him; the 
letter was returned to me again, and he remained 
deaf to all my complaints. Whilſt in this ſitua- 
tion, I was met by Mr. F—r, who was pleaſed to 
enquire after my welfare.—< I acquainted him, 
that I was very ill of a nervous fever.“ He ex- 
preſſed his concern for me; and enquired after my 
affair with Mr. M—n. Alas! Sir, ſaid I, there lies 
all my pain; I feel it as ſenſibly as if I had been 
ſhot through the breaſt; there it is that I have 
KT - « It 


1 F 


( "9 J 
received my mortal wound.” He ſhewed much 
pity at my caſe, and told me he had an acquaint- 
ance with a perſon of great humanity, who had 
ſome intereſt with the gentleman I had to do with, 
and he believed would ſerve me all that lay in his 
power. This I own very much revived me, and 
gave me new ſpirits. 

Agreeable to this propoſal I received a letter 
from him on the Friday following, December the 
21ſt, acquainting me, that he had an interview 
wit his friend, and had repreſented my caſe to 

him in the beſt manner he could, and that in con- 
ſequence of this they had appointed to meet me at 
Mr. B—r's at Mile End on Monday following, 
being December the 24th, 1764, which accord- 
ingly they did. Mr. M—n being preſent, Mr. 
Fr addreſſed him in the following manner, or in 
words to this purpoſe : © Sir, I am ſorry to find there 
© ſhould be tuch a great miſtake about the Living 

& of Al le between you and Mr. K—n. He 

« preſented the Living to your friend Mr. H—s, 

* with a view of reſignation, as he informs me; 
and now on his application to you, you refuſe it: 
The plain conſequence of which is, the poor 
* man will be ruined. I knew Mr. H—s when a 
* {tudent at Oxford, and viſited him there; and as 
«I have a regard for him and you, Sir, as a reli- 
* gious man, 1 hope you will do nothing to hurt 
* the poor man, who hath, placed ſo much confi- 
* dence in you: This can never be right.? 

Mr. Mn then replied, © That he Jooked upon 
the Living to be freely preſented to Mr. H—s: 
* as a bona fide tranſaction, and that he never ex- 
* pected Mr. Hs would be called upon to re- 
1 ſign: That he had fully informed me of the 

nature of Simony, and that there could be no 
ſuch thing as a reſignation. He ſaid, he.then + 

told me, that Mr. H—s would not take it under 
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© ſuch conſiderations, and, as he pretended, won- 
e dered that I ſhould pow expect Wt ve 
Mr. F—r then rejoined and ſaid to Mr. "— Hao 


| “ Sir, I am not at all ſkilled in zccleſiaſtical Law, 


6c but I underſtand common honeſty, Mr. Hg 
“ is in poſſeſſion of Mr. K—n's eſtate, throu gh 


Ub miſtake or miſapprehenſion, and that withour any 
& valuable conſideration : If things remain ſo, 


% Mr. K—n muſt be totally ruined with his wife 
and three children, and his juſt creditors injured 
e and diſappointed. J cannot reconcile this with 
te ſtrict morality, which, n is eſſential 
eto religion.“ 

This ſeemed to have ſome effect on Mr. Mn, 
who immediately anſwered, „That, as to morality, 
& he would be exact in it even to a thread; and 
< with regard to me he was pleaſed to ſay, He was 
& guite diſtreſſed for me, yea that he felt for me to the 


* 


0 [aft degree; and although he could not look upon 


e me as an injured perſon, yet as a diſtretled 
+ perfon, he would be very ready to aſſiſt me.“ 
Accordingly he propoſed that the Living ſhould 
be yalued by a perſon ſkilled in thoſe affairs, to 
rake an eſtimate of it according to the life of the 
preient Incumbent, and what it was deficient of 
eleven hundred pounds, he would open a iubſcrip- 
tion and make up: But juſt after he had ſaid 
this he began to eat his words a little; for, ſays he, 
I muſt do what I can—firain a little; ond Mr. K—n 
snuſt abate a hundred pounds or ſo. © 
However, willing to hope the beſt, we al parted 


| and ſeemed pretty eaſy with his propoſal. 


After this Mr. Mn ſent a letter to Mr. FT, 

, that he was preſſed with very great dit- 

ficulties, "ſomething having aroſe that would frut- 

trate his agreemerit for the Advowſon, but however 

bn delired to ſee dos «nd me on rhe Monday # fol- 
wing. 
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According to his appointment on che Monday, 
being December 31, 1764, Mr. F—r and I waited 


on Mr. Mn at his houſe, where; after divers al- 


tercations about a reſignation, and the agreement 
for the Advowſon, and other affairs, ſome of them 
very remote from our buſineſs, Mr. M—n begged 


leave to aſk me ſeveral queſtions, to which I con- 


ſented. Accordingly he began to aſk, If I did 


e not purchaſe one part of this Advowſon of my 


& wite's ſiſter?ꝰ I told him, © Yes, I did.” “And 
„pray, Sir, How did you pay for it? 4 Why, 
« Sir, in money.“ In money, Sir!!! © Yam £- 
« did, in bank notes.” © Are you ſure of that! * 
Tes, Sir. Did you not make your ſiſter take 
« up a bond in part of payment, which you had 
« of her's, payable to you as her brother's execu- 
e tor, but which ſhe had paid to his creditors?” 
No, Sir, no!” *“ Are you ſure of that?“ “ Yes, 
« Sir,” „“ Was there no diſpute or letters paſſed 
between you about this bond?“ © Yes, Sir, there 
* was; but what of all that? What has this to 
te do with our preſent buſineſs ? I paid my ſiſter for 
« her part of the Advowſon all in bank notes, and 
© then gave her up the bond in diſpute, dee 


« lay againſt her, gratis.“ Aye, how will y 


prove that?” * Very well, Sir, for Doctor 
d was preſent and ſaw it all tranſacted, 
te and was witneſs to the deed; took the bank 
e notes into his hands in behalf of my filter, and 
„ faid all was very right and good.” © What 
little honeſt Doctor G — 4d, aid Mr. Mn, 
the Baptiſt Miniſter? < Yes, Sir.” 1 know 
him very well,“ ſaid he. Then turning to Mr. 
2 ſays Mr. M—n, , Well, Sir, if Doctor 

* G-——d clears up this matter in the manner 
that has been related, I will very ſoon appoint 
4 dother ding and ſarle this affair.“ 


In 
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In order then to ſettle this matter, I called on my 
fiſter that evening, who ſent. to the Doctor and 
fixed a meeting with him next morning. When 
we were met, I acquainted him with what Mr. 
Mn accuſed me of, and that I had appealed to 
him to quit me of the charge, he being the moſt 
proper perſon, as he was concerned in that bulineſs. 
He owned he had told Mr. M—n the ſtory, and 
upon my ſiſter's making it appear to him that he 
had wronged me (for the had received her full 
money of me, and the bond gratis) he then ac- 
knowledged his miſtake, and told her that ſhe 
muſt write to Mr. M—n and- inform him how it 
was, and that he himſelf would ſpeak to it : which 
ſhe accordingly did, and cleared. up this matter 
fully to ſatisfaction; withal added, . But I think 
no good man that fears God, will do any thing 
« zo Burt another; and 1 hope, Sir, I Hall do no 
« harm when TI ſay, That I Iook upon it that this 
 E Living was put into your hands juſt in the ſame 
manner, as I ſhould put a caſket of Jewels into a 
Friends hand when my houſe was on fire.” 

This, it ſeems, mightily diſguſted him: As a 
proof of it, I received the following letter from 
Mr. Hs to ſet aſide our meeting at Mr. F—'s. 


<« Dear Sir, 


% Mr. M—n did not 2 to go 3 He 
e has conſidered the matter, he ſays, and the letter 
& he has received from your ſiſter with your know- 
< ledge quite binds up his hands. If you will 
call on Mr. Br he will give you a falle account 
<« of our converſation with him. I am ſorry for 
<« ſome ſteps you have taken, and wiſh you had 
„% weighed matters from the beginning: I am at 
Mr. Br s, and indiſpoſed with a violent cold. 


4 Tam your Friend and Servant, 
T. Hs. 
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In this manner have I been jockey'd out of the 
Living, the all I have in the world. | ro 
I cannot help recollecting a paſſage out of Le- 

viticus, which I think not altogether unapplicable 
to the preſent purpoſe. Cap. vi. ver. I, 2, 3, 4, 5. 
« And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, If a ſoul 
e fin, and commit a treſpaſs againſt the Lord, and 
« [jg unto his neighbour IN THAT WHICH WAS DELI- 
ee yERED HIM TO KEEP, or in fellowſhih, or in a 
« thing taken away by violence, or HATH. DECEIVED 
« HIS NEIGHBOUR 3 or have found that which was 
« loft, and lieth concerning it, and fweareth falſely; 
« IN ANY OF ALL THESE #hat à man doth ſinning 
« therein : Then it ſhall be, becauſe HE HATH SINNED 
« AND Is GUILTY, that he ſhall RESTORE that which 
« he took violently _ away, or the THING WHICH HE 
«© HATH DECEITFULLY GOTTEN, OR THAT WHICH 
c was DELIVERED HIM TO KEEP, or the loft thing 
ce which he found, or all that about which he hath 
« ſworn deceitfully ; he ſhall even reſtore it in the 
c principal, AND SHALL ADD THE FIFTH PART 
«© MORE THERETO, AND GIVE IT UNTO HIM TO 
* WHOM IT APPERTAINETH in the day of bis treſ- 
« paſs-offering.” 3 8 
Upon the whole, I would aſk any reaſonable 
man, Can it be thought I would give away that 
| Preſentation which was 4, I had in the world, for 
no conſideration at all, to one I never ſaw before in 
my life? Is this credible ? Was ever ſuch a thing 
heard of; was ever ſuch a thing done by a man 
in his ſenſes? Were there no witneſſes at all of 
the terms on which I preſented, were both Mr. 
B—rx and Mr. F—r dead; yet the very incredi. 
bility of the contrary ſtory is abundantly ſufficient 
to confute it. ” | 
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APPENDIX. 


pers lately met with a ſmall Manuſcript 
which Mr. M—n has handed about among his 
friends under this title, A Narrative of what 
te paſſed between Mr. H—s, Mr. K—n and myſelf, 
« relative to the Living of Al je:, and ſigned 
M. M. I think it neceſſary to make ſome remarks 
on ſeveral parts of it, ſince it has been confiderably 
fpread abroad, and contains many miſtakes and 
miſrepreſentations. 
It begins with acquainting the Reader, That 
when Mr. Br—r ſignified he wanted Mr. M—n's 
advice for a friend of his who ſtood in need of it, 
he was anſwered, „I ſhall always be ready to af, JN 
* any friend of your's, with the bet advice I can 
« give. — That as ſoon as the people were gone 
our, Mr. M—n' took me into the Chapel and ſaid, 
« Well, Sir, what do you want my advice about?“ 
To which he ſays, I replied, „In relation to a 
& Living of an hundred per annum which I have 
* to dipole of. 1 have been with ſome people 
& about it: they have uſed me very ill, and have 
* drawn' me on without coming to the concluſion 
LL expected, and now the Living will lapfe to the 
* Biſhop in ten days, except I can prevent it: 
<* and this is what I want you to adviſe me in.” 
Now, it was not I, but Mr. Br who ſtated 
the case to him, and went with him and me into 
the Chapel. And it was ſtated in ſuch a manner, 
that he certainly wel! underſtood what my diffi- 
eulty was, and what was neceffary to ſecure me. I 


never aiked him to © recommend any perſon” to 
me 
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me 10 take the Living in the ſenſe in which it has 
been taken by Mr. H—s. Any man may ſee it 
could never anſwer my purpoſe. Mr. Mn vo- 
LE. luntarily propoſed Mr. H—s to me; and whatever 
he might ſay of his character, and the “ faithful- 
« neſs with which he would pertorm his duty,” 
he was propoſed as one who would hold the Living” 
for a limited time. Mr. Ni—n in his Narrative lays, 
| that © the moment Mr. H—:, to whom he made 
« the propoſal, perceived my intention, he de- 
« clared he would have nothing to do with it. 
« If K—n choſe to give him the Living, ſo; if 
| « not, he would have nothing to do with it.“ 
: Certain I am, Mr. H—s uſed theſe words, that 
/ che was willing to ſtand in the gap.” There are 
5 ſeveral circumſtances, beſides this important one, 
wherein Mr. M—n's memory fails him. But, not 
to take notice of little things this firſt and im- 
mediate anſwer which Mr. H—s made to the pro- 
| poſal of taking the Living for a time, was directly. 
j to my purpoſe, anq was the encouragement I had 
to preſent him as I did to the Living. The going 
to the Biſhop was the laſt thing concluded on in that 
2 evening's converſation, and was juſt before we parted. 
Mr. Mn has made a very capital miſtake in 
ſaying that, upon ſpeaking of the oath againſt 
Simony, he ſaid, I ſhould ſee for myſelf that all 
„ bargains of this kind are attended with the 
crime of perjury.” He himſelf ſaid, that if 
* Bonds were lawful, he would be bound in any 
* tum for Mr. H—s's refignation.” This I aver. 
Had he aſſerted that relignations were unlaw- 
ful. H—s had never had my Living. If Mr. 
M—n thought reſignation to be unlawtul, to what 
purpole was Mr. is propoſed to me as a perſon 
who would ſuit my deſign? Was this the “ beſt 
advice” he could give me, to preſent a young 
man, who could not legaily relign; the canſe- 


quence 


— 
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quence of which muſt certainly be, that I could 
never ſell my Advowſon ? It muſt be depreciated 
and unſaleable—As it is, in fact, to my ruin. 
But that it was to be expected he would reſign, 
was very plain; for the laſt words which Mr. Mn 
ſaid on the ſubject, at the time of propoſing Mr. 
H—s, were theſe; © Mr. H—s may at any time 
give you three or four months notice of a reſis. 
* nation.” This I thought was ſecurity enough, 
But Mr. Mn farther ſays, Mr. H—s would 
% have nothing to do with the Living, unleſs ] 
rather choſe to preſent him than to have the 
* Biſhop preſent upon a lapſe.” This is explain- 
ed by what he ſays in a letter to Mr. Y—k, © that 
e his friend Mr. H—s, enjoys the Living in the 
** room, of the Biſhop's friend, and that with as 
“ much juſtice and as lawfully as he.” Mr. M—n 
knows there might have been a medium between 
its being kept by Mr. H—s, and its lapſing to the 
Biſbop. I might have put in an old Incumbent; 


and the Advowſen would have continued ſaleable. 


And if it had remained on my hands for a year or 
two, it might have been ſold for two or three hun- 
dred pounds more than it was before; as eſtates 
of all kinds have conſiderably advanced, and Mr. 
H—s has himſelf, as I am told, raifed the rent of 
his tithes 257. per annum ſince he had it. 

Mr. Mn farther ſays, That Mr. Hs ſeem- 
ed much affected with my diſtreſs, and ſaid he 
* would do any thing he could in conſcience to 
help me; and that if I would go with him to the 
„ Biſhop and tell him the whole affair, and if he 
would agree to let him take the Living till I 


„could diſpoſe of it, he would do it.” I did not 


on. this ſay I would © conſider of ir,” but readily 


conſented to go the next morning, and called on 


Mr. H—s accordingly for that purpoſe ; but we 
were prevented going that morning, as I have re- 
ST lated, 


BELLY 


| lated, by my having had an interview with the late 
intended purchaſer's attorney. = 

Mr. M—n relates a converſation he with Mr. 
H—s had at Baron Sm—che's. The Baron ad- 
viſed Mr. H—s to have nothing to do with the 
Living upon any terms whatever, unleſs it were on 
a free and fair preſentation. © As for his diſtreſs, 
« you have nothing to do with it.“ Whether Mr. 
H—s had any thing to do with it or not, Mr. 
M—n undertook to relieve it by the beſt of his 
advice: and certainly he might have ſo adviſed me 
as to ſecure the ſale of the Advowlon. But the 
preſenting it to Mr. H—s without any view of his 
« ſtanding in the gap” for me, muſt effectually 
prevent this. So that if Mr. M—n did not mean 
to relieve me, he had certainly much better have 
followed the Baron's advice, and have had nothin 
to do with it. „ 1 

The next article in Mr. M—n's Narrative I am 
under a neceſſity of expreſly contradicting, if I 
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maintain any regard to truth. 
Monday, the firſt thing almoſt which I ſaid to him, 


„I have conſidered it, and am convinced I was 
going to do a wrong thing, which | now under- 
«* ſtand in a right light, and am much obliged 
0 $0. ̃᷑F anc”; 

This I ſolemnly declare is not true. Neither 
has Mr. M—n remembered any thing juſtly of the 


tor, ſo far from ſeeing the affair in the light wherein 
he ſays I ſaw it—ſo tar from hearing any reaſoning 


on that account dropping all propoſals of going to 


the Biſhop—1 told Mr. H—s before Mr. Mn 
to this effect: As it was his intention to ſerve me 


. | thought 


1 
. | an 
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He ſays, That on my coming to his houſe on the 


upon his aſking if I had conſidered the affair, was, 


converſation that morning ; or the reſult of it—- 


of his on what the Biſhop could or would do, and 


* by taking the Living for a limited time, I 
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* thought it cou!d not fruſtrate his intentions if 
F we did not go before the Biſhop, as I placed a 


& confidence in him.” To this Mr. Mn replied, 
That is right, Sir, and then Mr. H—s may at 
any time give you three or four months notice 
ce of a regnation.” This was preciſely his an- 
ſw:r. Nor do 1 know what paſſed between Mr. 
H—s and the Biſhop gn my preſentation, only 
what I have before related. 

The dritt and tendency of Mr. M—n's Narra- 
tive is to repreſent me as giving up the Living en- 
tirely to Mr. H-—s, upon being difappointed in 

my hopes; or, as it were in. a fit of chagrin: He 
14 lamented my ſituation in very ſtron 
« terms.” However this may te, I did not then 
ſuſpect what affecting reaſons I ſhould have to do 


fo. * That he told me, it was then too late; 1 


*« ſhould have taken proper advice, &c. that now 
the Living muit be preſented to, either by me or 
the Biſhop: no other way could Simony or 
c Perjury be avoided.” And that upon this I re- 
plied, . Well, it is too late now for me to extricate 
1 myſelf, and I will give Mr. H—s the preſen- 
ee tation.” This was never ſaid by me, and 1 
well know that no ſuch thing ever entered my 
mind : and that Mr. H—s had never had the 
Living, if I had not underſtood that he propoſed 
to betriend me by taking it for a time only. 

Mr. M—n proceeds in his Narrative to ſay, 
« That Mr. H=—s having taken poſſeſſion, laid 
«© out near three hundred pounds | in furniture, and 
& remained ſevera} months there, received a letter 
“ from me wiſhing him ſucceſs, but not the leaſt 
hint about a reſignation.“ Very true—tor Mr. 


H- s had previous to this been with me, and pro- 


poſed to buy the Advowſon, as I have ſaid; and 


therefore 1 Erpecded now that it was agreed between 


Mr. M—n and Mr: T4 to give me the eleven 
hundred 


\ 
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hundred pounds for it, which was the former pur- 


chaſe· money, and there would have been an end of 
the affair. And I was the more confirmed in this, 


when, about two months afterwards, Mr. M—n - 


told me, at Shadwell, that Mr. H—s Was coming 


„e to town to ſettle his affairs with me.” What 
affairs could he have to ſettle, if he had never any 


view of reſigning or purchaling ? 


He farther ſays, that on my coming to his 


« houſe he acquainted me of certain reports ſpread 
at Al le; that Mr. H—s had given bonds 
« for reſignation and had refuſed to comply; that 
« did not ſeem concerned at it, but acknow- 
« ledged it to be falſe.” I did ſo; for there were 
no bonds; and as for thoſe, reports, I never heard 
a word of them before, nor had I any ſhare in 
propagating them. Neither did I ever doubr of a 


reſignation or a purchaſe, till the time when I was 


at Mr. M—-n's Houſe, and Mr. H—s being there 
I made application for either the one or the other. 


Soon after this (Mr. M—n 41a ys) „ he ſaw a 
report under Mr. T—n's hand, intimating, that 
„he had been told by Mr. Fr that Mr. "Hs: 
had taken the Living under ſome promiſe of a 


e reſignation, and that, being called upon by me, 


he refuſed to be as good as his word. And as 


« Mr. T—n, Mr. F—r and I were to meet at 
« Mr. Br—'s, he (Mr. Mn) was determined to 


< 20, as he knew the whole affair, and went ac- 
cordingly.“— Mr. Fr opened the affair, and 


concluded his ſpeech with intimating the expec- 
tation of Mr. Kimpton's being made amends.” 
Mr. F——r did think that amends ſhould be made 
me, and he thinks ſo ſtill. —But a moſt material 
circumſtance is, Mr. M—n ſays, J interrupted 


him in his anſwer to Mr. Fuller by reminding 
him of his faying, That Mr. H—s might take 
6 the oath, and yet making x no * he might : 


2 - ** relign 
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« refign the Living at any time upon fix month». 
<« notice.” Upon which he adds, this is abſo- 
« lutely falſe.” But theſe were not my words, I 
aſſert, and muſt do ſo while I hold by the truth, 
That upon my propoſal of preſenting Mr. H—s 
without going to the Biſhop, Mr. M—n did 
then make anſwer, « That is right; and Mr. 
« H—s may any time give you three or four 
months {not ſix months) notice of a reſignation.” 
This is abſolutely true: As it is alſo true that Mr. 
H—s ſaid he would < ſtand in the gap;” on the 
firſt propoſal, before one word had been ſaid about 
== to the Biſhap—And alſo that Mr. Mn 
laid, © If bonds were legal, he would be bound in 
<« any ſum for Mr. 19 reſignation.” Nor 
have I, as Mr. M—n ſuppoſes probable, transfer- 
red any of his words from one to another part of 
the converſation. And whatever was Mr. M—n's 
intention, the real conſequence of: what was ſaid 
was the deceiving me, or I never could have con- 
' ſented to ſuch a preſentation in my circumſtances. 
In that converſation at Mr. B—r's, on Mr. 
F—r's exprefling himſelf earneſtly on my behalf, 
Mr. M—n frecly replied, © that he was diſtreſſed 
« and felt for me to the laſt degree; and though 
« as az injured man, he was determined to do no- 
« thing for me, yet as a diſtreſſed man he was wil- 
« ling to help me.” This aroſe ſpontaneouſly 
from Mr. M—n's breaſt, without any propoſal of 
Mr: F—r, or any one elſe in company. However, 
it was a diſtinction, as Mr. Fr has told me ſince, 
which he did not approve of: neither does he, 
nor can I remember Mr. Men's © putting the 
« queſtion round to know whether we approved 
« of it.” So that it is a miſtake in Mr. Mn to 
ſay „that Mr. F— r frft recommended me as a 
8 "Aiſtreſizd object to his compaſſion, in which Mr. 
B.- r Joined : And that Mr. Fuller ſaid it was a 
"7 Very 


1 | 
4 very proper diſtinction.“ In this caſe, no man 
could think it ſuch ; for I had no other diſtreſs to 
complain of in that converſation, but what direct! 
aroſe from the ijury I received in reſpect of this 
Living. 
It is another miſtake of Mr. M—n's to ſay that 
« he adviſed me to have the Living valued, and 
« ſee how much added to the ſale of it without | 
ce preſentation, would ſerve. to extricate me out of 
my difficulties :* for it was to ſee how much it 
would be deficient of the eleven hundred 
pounds; which he at firſt abſolutely agreed to 
make up, although aiterwards he fickened on 
the propoſal. | 

On theſe terms we parted, and all pretty well 
content. But in a few days, two letters were ſent, 
one to Mr. F—r, and another to Mr. Br—r, inti- 
mating Mr. M—n's diſſatisfaction at the intended 
ſcheme, becauſe ſomething had happened, preſſing 
him with difficulties, and he deſired to ſee me and 
Mr. F—r. Now Mr. M- n's Narrative imports, 
that he was diſcouraged partly by his friends, who 
thought it would be counted as an acknowledge- 
ment of my being injured; and partly by ſome 
ſuſpicion of my diſhoneſty 3 and though ſome 
things have been cleared up, in others << he ſtill re- 
mains doubtful.“ What ſurely is it that he is ſtill 
in doubt of? The leaſt that I can ſay on this 
matter is, that ſuch inſinuations thrown out in 
writing on any man's character, ought to be ſhewa 
to have ſome foundation, if they have any, The 
reaſon of his doubt ought to be publicly maniieſt, 
or ſuch a doubt never once ſuggeſted : and I am 
perſuaded that every friend of truth and cenduur 
will be of this mind. 

However, this affair was ſo far cleared from 
doubts, that Mr. Mn promiſed ro me and Mr. 
F—r at his houſe to have another meeting and 
ſettle 2 
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ſettle matters. We now ex pected this meeting, 

and I began to brighten up again. But it ſeems. 

Mr. M—n had taken ſuch offence at an expreſſion 

in a letter of my ſiſter's deſigned to clear up this 
affair, that I was now to hope for nothing from 
him; “ She looked upon Alle Advowſon to be 
committed to Mr. H—s as a caſket of jewels is 
“ intruſted by a perſon to be ſaved from fire.” 
There are many people that know the whole ſtory, 
who cannot get out of their heads that this com- 
pariſon is, after all, a very juſt one. 

In a note at the bottom of a page in the Narra- 

tive, Mr. M—a quotes a paſſage out of one of Mr. 
| B—r's letters to him, where he ſays, << My ſenti- 


„ ments, his (i. e. Mr. K—s) and your's are the 


% ſame.” But in what ſenſe they were the ſame does 
not appear. Mr. Br has fully cleared himſelf of 
ſaying any thing in that letter or any other that 


can be fairiy. conſtrued to countenance Mr. M—n's 


or Mr. H---s's conduct, by which I am excluded 
from the benefit of my eſtate. : 
Mr. Mn on the whole ſays, .<* Thus the affair 

e is taken out of my hands, and Mr. K—n may 
e thank himielt let what will happen.” In one 
ſenſe it is true I may thank myſelf, having occaſion 
enough for bitter reflection on my fooliſh and miſ- 
placed confidence. 

Here, however, Mr. Mn recollects particu- 
lars of another meeting at his houſe: Mr. Br n, 


| Mr. F—r, Mr. K—n and himſelf being preſent. 


« He carried his charity. to me to the utmoſt 
„ ſtretch to ſuppoſe I could miſtake Mr. H—s, 
* who, he ſays, told me poſitively he would not 
* take the Living with any view of a reſignation : 
* It was like interpreiing No, * 

« White, Black.“ 
But any man may ſce that, unleſs I were quite 
out of my ſenſes, 1 ſhould never thus have given 
away 


La 
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to my pwn ruin, without hopes of re- 
covery: And | 
ficient reaſon given me to expect a reſignation 
ſatisfaction, at this. conference, with his conduct 
F—r's letter both 10, Mr. Hs, and Mr. Mu, 
that he is. not ſatisfied with it to xhis day. And it is 


H, nor preſented him to 

he, Livir gun Fu 
d have ſhewn already that I had ſuf- 
Mr. Mn farther. makes Mr. Fr expreſs a 
ward me, Whereas it will appear from Mr. 
alſo an entire miſtake to ſay, that Mr. F—r pro- 


ofed to write to Mr. Y—K at Thrapſton, as Mr. 


—n, aſſerts, and ** that. I. prevented. him. by: pro- 


$6 miſing to write uyſelf. There was, I very welt 


remember, ſome talk at this time of Mr. F—r's 
writing to ſomebody elſe; ſome nobleman I think 
But not to Mr, X- k. However. Mr. V—k has 
ſince been acquainted with the whole tranſaction, 
and I need not ſay in, what light he views it. 
I am charged. at length with, “ acting a very 
* cloſe and deſigning part, in not diſcloling my. 
real ſentiments. to Mr. Is at the time of 
45 fir Ma b. | Ls. a 


a” 


r. Mn has acknowledged/already that Mr. 


Br x and I made known to him my. circumſtances, 


and told him my motive in applying to him for 


advicę in preference to any other perſon. He 


knows —he owns that we then informed him what 
were my expectations. He has told Mr. Br—r 


various times ſince, . hat there is not one thing. 
# which he knows not, that he did not know at our 


me as cloſe and deſigning. Let the world judge 


between us. 


That there was no need for me to have “ drawn 
any one into Simony cr Perjury, if Mr. Hs 
had refuſed the Living“ Mr. Mn himſelf 
kngws. = > ot ee bo, ri | 
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Zut I think I may be allowed to dwell on this a 
little particularly. Surely a, perſon may take a 
Living gratis, and refign it afterwards, without Si- 
mony or Perjury. I enter not into an enquiry 
about the criche of Simony in itſelf, or what no- 
tion of it may be gathered from the Scriptures. 
It would be difficult to Mr. Mn, or any man, to 
ve a likeneſs between the crime of Simon 
Magus, and what is uſually called Simony, in re- 
ſpett of Church Livings. But neither that piece 
of ſacred hiſtory, nor the oath itſelf would ever 
determine an act to be Simony, where no money 
was given, nor any pecuniary agreement made. 
The oath runs thus: I N. N. do fwear, 
That I have made no Simoniacal payment, con- 
tract or promiſe, directly or indirectly, by my- 
<< ſelf or by any other, to my knowledge or with 
* my conſent, to any perſon or perſons whatſoever, 
< for or concerning the procuring or obtaining of 
this Eccleſiaſtical dignity, place, preferment, 
* Office or Living; (Then the place to which he is 
reſpectively to be inſtituted is named) © nor will, at 
any time hereafter, perform or _ any ſuch 
* kind of payment, contract or promiſe made by 
any other without my knowledge or conſent. 
So help me God, through Jeſus Chriſt? 
1-Reſignations have been common: And even ge- 
neral bonds of reſignation, though they may have 
defeated the intention of ſome acts againſt Si- 
mony; have yet been allowed both in law and 
equity. (See Burn's Eccleſiaſtical Law, vol. ii. 
P. 30.) But here was no bond, no money, no 
agreement for money, or any equivalent. 
Mr. H—s had to fwear that he had made no 
corrupt contract. But by what law could his agree- 
ing to reſign be proved a corrupt contract? 
He himſelf did not think it unlawful to refign; 
for he ſaid repeatedly to me and Mr. B— r when 
155 we 
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we applied to him for a reſignation, That he 
« would reſign my Living if he could lighr of © * | 
better: And his friends were looking out for him.” j 
Mr. Mn ſuppoſes that the Living muſt cer- 
« tainly have fallen to the Biſhop, if Mr. H—s had | 
c not taken it; and as to my putting in an old In- 
„ cumbent, I muſt. have had great difficulty of 
finding one in ſo ſhort a time as ten days.” 
He ſhould have ſaid fourteen. I have no reaſon 
to queſtion that an advertiſement in the papers 
would have given me ſufficient opportunity of ad- 
ing fuca a perſon. But Mr. M—n ſays, < f F 
„ had, I ſhould have been guilty of a fraud in pre- 
e ſenting a man, if not incapable of doing his duty, | 
yet probably very unfit. He thought therefore 
« I was willing to make the beſt of a deſperate 4 
« caſe: And as I could not ſell the preſentation” 
(by the way, it was the perpetual Advowſon I "1 
wanted to ſell) “ then, I had ſome conſolation in 
e preſenting ſuch a Miniſter as Mr. H—s, rather 
« than to let the Living fall to the Biſhop.” | 
This is but an odd fort of a compliment to the 
Biſhop. But, not to dwell on that, What fraud 
muſt I be guilty of in putting in an old Incum- 
bent ?— None ſurely, if he were capable of doing 
duty himfelf—And if he were not, would: Mr. 
Mn count it a crime for him to have an aſffiftant ?.. 
But by this I may underſtand that if Mr. H—s - 
had been eighty years of age, it had been a fraud to 
have preſented him, and Simony in him to take it. I 
As to conſolation Mr. H—s&'s ſuperiority to | 
any gentleman the Biſhop could find, is but poor | 
comfort to me on loſing all I have by his means; 
which, whatever Mr. H—s's deſigns and views 
might be -I enter not into them—is really the 
cale. And if it has come about even by a 
miltake between us; I know not. how he can 
anſwer it to his conſcience, to let me fulfer ſo 
Fa | dread- 


\ 
. 
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PE nf. 
: drewdiatty by this miſtake; if it be a poſſibility 
for him to reſign, which no man can doubt. | 

Here I cannot but relate what paſſed between 
Mr. Men and my good friends Meſſrs. Fr=n 

and B Il a few weeks ago. They were fo kind 
as; at my requeſt, to go with the laſt meſſage I 
ever deſigned to trouble Mr: Mn with: 

I e gave them a propoſal in writing, which they 
2 to him, which was, IT hat he would 
pleaſe to take his option, either to get a reſignation 
of the Living, or to purchaſe the Advowſon, or 
to ſettle the affair by the arbitration of - thres 
friends. Theſe I thought were fair terms, and 

hoped chey might be attended ro—But they were 
refuſed for theſe reaſons, © That to comply with 
e theſs did not ſeem likely to iſſue in his or Mr. 
* H=-8's honouri - Foy if the Arbitrators ſhould 
e determine on @ Reſignation, H---s\ mt be turned 
e out lle a KO. I habe wo ec dung 00 ale 
upon this. But, f in whatever light Mr. M—n or 
Mr. H—s may view the matter, or in whatever 
light theit character may appear; this I know and 
fect, chat I ſuffer ſome X the greateſt calamities of - 
lite by means of this tranſactiom: And have now 
no. proſpect of any relief eo myſelf and family but 
from the kindneſs and humanity of my friends 
upon their rd ye N acquainted with 
* caſe. 
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CHARITABLE Don A Tiens for the Patron, will be 
taken in by James and Thomas Coutts, Eſqrs. Bankers, 
im the Strand; and by Meſſrs. William F utter and Son, 

| Bankers, in Lombard-ſtreet; Mr. Nathaniel Collis, Sta- 
aner, at Ketteting; Mr. Thomas Broughton, Staforier, 

at, Wellingborough ; Mr. John Baker, Stat ioner, 22: 
Oundle, and Mr. Jacob Watſon, Linen-Draper, at 


Thrapſton. 1 


